JUNE 19, 2022
2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Hello Skyland Family,
WORSHIP TODAY
Musicians: 9:00 A.M. Worship Team

11:00 A.M. Linda Jones - Chancel Choir

                   
GREETINGS FRIENDS FROM YOUR WNCC BLUE RIDGE DISTRICT STAFF
We invite you to attend the following event:
Strengthening the Connection a Discussion with
Blue Ridge District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Mark Ralls
on the Continuing UMC

General Conference has been postponed until 2024, and we have received questions from a few of you
regarding what actions your congregations need to take at this time. Even though no formal action is needed
currently, we think this is a perfect time to gather and talk about those actions we can all take to continue to
strengthen our connection in our mission to Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the
World as the United Methodist Church.
We would like to invite you to one of five discussions with District Superintendent, Mark Ralls which will be
centered around addressing what is known at this point about the continuing UMC, as well as your presubmitted questions which can be submitted electronically by clicking on the "Register Here" button below.
This link can also be used to register to attend one of these events.
Registration is needed for planning purposes, and would be appreciated no later than one week prior to the
event you wish to attend. Feel free to attend the event which is most convenient for you.
We are grateful to be in connection with each of you, and look forward to being together over the coming
weeks.
Scheduled Discussions:
June 26, 2pm: First UMC Forest City
June 26, 4pm: Montmorenci UMC
July 3, 2pm: Fletcher UMC
July 10, 2pm: Christ Weaverville
July 10, 4pm: Black Mountain UMC
Click the here to register and submit your questions.
In Peace,
Blue Ridge District Staff

MESSAGE FROM DAN:
I hope that you will take advantage of the opportunity afforded by the Blue Ridge District with the event:
“Strengthening the Connection: A Discussion with Blue Ridge District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Mark Ralls
on the Continuing UMC. The information is in a separate article on the first page of this newsletter.
This past month saw a few developments that affect our denomination’s journey through the issue of same sex
marriage and the ordination of LGBTQ individuals. On May 1, conservative voices who had already left the
UMC formed a new denomination called the Global Methodist Church.
In light of the formation of the GMC, some of the people involved with the prayerfully negotiated Protocol for
Grace and Reconciliation through Separation have published a blog post in which they state they no longer
see a future for the Protocol. Upon my first pass, it looks that, between the formation of the GMC and the
doubt now cast on the Protocol by its progressive participants, the Protocol is falling apart. https://
www.protocolresponse.com/

The Council of Bishops published a response in which they point out that no bishops signed that blog post. They
also point out that the Protocol is now pending legislation before the General Conference. The General
Conference will ultimately decide whether this proposal, once agreed upon by multiple sides, is approved or
denied. At the very least, the hopeful future of the Protocol has now been replaced by uncertainty.
Of our WNCC’s approximately 1,017 congregations (2021 Journal statistics), 18 will disaffiliate at Annual
Conference. As some commentators put it, that’s a splinter, not a split. By my glance these tend to be
smaller churches. There are larger churches out there that I would expect to disaffiliate but I am far from
keeping any running list. Our bishop, who presides over both Florida and WNC, did say recently that the
percentage of disaffiliations is similar in both Conference at just under 2% give or take.
https://www.wnccumc.org/disaffiliating-churches-2022
There are a couple of petitions which will come up at Annual Conference concerning disaffiliation. (Petitions 17
and 18 in the Program and Reports Book: https://www.wnccumc.org/ac2022) My read is that these are both
designed to make disaffiliation a faster process. Unless I’m missing some big piece of information I’ll support
both petitions.
The Judicial Council recently ruled that Annual Conferences may not vote to disaffiliate. https://
www.umnews.org/en/news/recent-rulings-shape-annual-conference-season
To my knowledge there will be no vote at this year’s WNC Annual Conference that would change Skyland’s
status with the UMC. Other than petitions 17 and 18, I don’t foresee anything much addressing our
denominational impasse. One day, there may be an occasion for individual churches to vote, but no one is
able to say when that day might be.
The WNC Conference budget is proposed to drop by 8.69%. I think this reduction is in response to our current
uncertainty and in anticipation of disaffiliations yet to come.
It is important to note that this debate has not stopped ministry from happening. We here at Skyland continue
to do the Lord’s work. Every other congregation as well continues to walk in faithful ways. Perhaps that is the
real battle. Will we, to the best of our ability, always and everywhere, seek to do no harm, do good, and stay
in love with God?
Peace, Dan
SAYING THANK YOU TO DAN - We'll be saying thank you and good-bye to Dan as he moves to his next Pastoral
appointment. Sunday, June 26th will be his last worship service as our Pastor - we'll hold one service starting
at 10:30 a.m., followed by a church-wide fellowship luncheon to allow the congregation to express our
heartfelt appreciation for Dan’s three years as our Senior Pastor.
ARE YOU PLANNING TO JOIN OUR LUNCH ON JUNE 26TH CELEBRATING PASTOR DAN? Lunch will be
provided immediately following the 10:30 service. We'll have a cook-out outside on the lawn, weather
permitting - just bring a lawn chair! Or we'll move into the Fellowship Hall, if needed.
PLEASE RESPOND to Sandy Frederick HERE with your number of attendees!

NEEDS AND CONCERNS (New in bold italics; call office to add /remove)
Barry Graves, Joyce Grubb, Rev. Patricia Murphy, Ray Perrin, Jonathan Plott, May Shuford, Sam Steele,
Debra Thornberry, Kathy Woods, Montine Wooten, Claudia York
Those who work in Health Care: Olivia Kopp Coppotelli, Genevieve Kopp
THANK YOU! I extend my deepest gratitude to SUMC for your prayers, cards, and phone calls. Prayer is
a powerful request to God in a time of need. God works through us in miraculous ways, and we are able
to see his answer to our prayers as we put our faith and trust in him. I’m 2 weeks post-op & doing very
well. - - Debra Thornberry

SKYLAND ROCKS! "Ask and ye shall receive" seems to fit our congregation well. Thanks to everyone who
replied to the request for peanut butter for Giveaway Sunday this week. We received 53 jars of various sizes
and brands, covering the gamut from smooth to crunchy. YUM! They'll be center stage Sunday morning along
with bananas. Read on...
SUMMER SUNDAYS - GIVEAWAY SUNDAY IS HERE: Join us this Sunday in the parking lot 10:00-10:45 a.m.
to celebrate our first giveaway for the community. We'll have LOTS of peanut butter & bananas to offer our
guests, along with refreshments for all, a children's activity, music, any early bounty from our garden, and a
station for prayer. Join us in welcoming any unfamiliar faces and don't be embarrassed if they're regular
SUMC attenders!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
REMINDERS:
Livestreams & Staff/Ministry videos: SUMC YouTube channel & SUMC Facebook page.
AROUND THE SON PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS (ATSP) - Staffing Opportunities for the 2022-2023 School Year:
ATSP is seeking Lead Teachers, Assistant Teachers, Substitute Teachers, and Volunteers for
the upcoming school year starting September 6th. Interested? Please contact Dana
McGraw at 684-2645 or email aroundtheson@skylandumc.com.
MUSIC CAMP 2022 @ SUMC - Monday-Friday, August 1-5 AND Sunday, August 7
5 days packed with singing, ringing, dancing, drumming, creating, acting, learning, FUN
Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. bring your bag lunch / Sunday 10:30 a.m. presentation
in worship
Friday evening, August 5: Parking Lot Pizza, Presentation of Music & Popsicles for Family &
Friends
There now are only about 10 slots open! To register a child for this event or if you have
questions, contact Linda Jones (252-637-0817 / linda.t.jones@charter.net); registration closes July 1.
Campers: OPEN to children finishing 2nd - 6th grade; Maximum number of campers: 25
Camp staff & volunteers: Junior Staff (Youth finishing 7th-12th grade) - Adult Staff (Linda Jones, Director of
Music @ Skyland) - Rev. Joy Moss (Associate Pastor) - Jennifer Blanton (Children’s Ministry Assistant) - AND
a plethora of other parents, choir members, friends, musicians!

SOME HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK 6/20 Monday
6/19 Sunday
Small Groups
9:00 am Nursery (birth-4yrs.)
9:00 am-1:00 pm Office hours
9:00 am Contemporary Worship
6/21 Tuesday
10:00 am Small Groups (birth-Adult) Small Groups
10:00 am Food Giveaway
9:00 am-4:00 pm Office hours
11:00 am Nursery (birth-4yrs.)
(Staff meeting mid-morning)
11:00 am Traditional Worship
6/22 Wednesday
pm Small Groups
Small Groups
9:00 am-4:00 pm Office hours

6/23 Thursday
9:00-11:00 a.m. - Office hours
6/24 Friday
9:00 am-4:00 pm Office hours
6/25 Saturday
(Office Staff also work remotely.)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
FINANCIALS & ATTENDANCE
* TEXT TO GIVE *
 1. Get Started: Enter your 10-digit GivePlus Text Number (844-262-9627) and amount you wish to donate
(example, 50), then press send.
 2. Register: You will receive a registration link; click the link & enter your contact and payment
information. Tap “Process $50.00 (example)”. Then go to [unique web link] to complete your donation.
 3. Give: After registration is complete, you will receive a verification text as well as a receipt via email.
 4. Repeat: For future giving, simply send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process
automatically.
 Receive a quarterly & year-end statement of your contributions.
* ONLINE GIVING * on our website: www.skylandumc.com
 Give online in a safe and secure manner using your debit or credit card. Make a quick, one-time
donation or set up recurring payments.
 Receive a quarterly & year-end statement of your contributions.
FINANCIALS JUNE 12
Weekly Actual
Weekly Budgeted
Year-To-Date Actual
Year-To-Date Budgeted
Total 2022 Budgeted Income
Approved Budget for January - August

INCOME
$
9,257.90
$ 10,385.00
$ 252,884.97
$ 249,240.00

EXPENSES
$ 11,787.28
$ 11,909.00
$ 270,760.00
$ 285,816.00

NET INCOME
$ (1,529.38)
$ (1,524.00)
$ (17,875.03)
$ (36,576.00)

$ 540,000
$ 412,846

OFFERING EXTRAS:
Memorials - Jones
$ 400.00
UMCOR
$
15.00
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE JUNE 5 (2 weeks ago)

Sunday School Offering $
Special Offering
$

20.00
420.00

218

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
MISSIONS
MANNA FOOD MARKET HELP NEEDED MONDAY, JUNE 20: Calling all youth who need service hours for
school! Here's the perfect opportunity for you, and any interested adults. This Monday, June 20,
at Wellington Estates on Airport Rd from 2:45-5:00 p.m. we'll be hosting the food distribution.
Help is needed welcoming shoppers, manning various product tables, and helping cart and unload
groceries to their vehicles. If you can share a few hours of your time, contact Patty at pjolb@yahoo.com.
BLESSING BOX
A big "THANK YOU" to all who donated items last week to keep our shelves and
boxes stocked! With our boxes receiving steady daily use, it's not unusual to need
a weekly Walmart or Aldi run to supplement donations and maintain supplies.
Water, toilet paper, snacks and individual servings continue to be some of the more
essential products along with chicken, main meals, Vienna sausages, and fruit. So,
anytime you can add an extra can or two to your grocery cart for the boxes, we are most grateful!
CURRENT NEEDS:
Canned Chicken - Small cereals - Fruit cups - Canned pineapple - Tortillas
Physical Address: 1984 Hendersonville Road, Asheville, NC 28803
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 697, Skyland, NC 28776
Phone: 828-684-7283
Email: skyumc@skylandumc.com
Website: www.skylandumc.com

