
Service Opportunity on Monday: All Ages Welcome 
Calling all helping hands this Monday, June 15 for our MANNA MARKET.
Several options are available:
 2:15 for canopy and table set up
 3:30 for assisting the shoppers
You can also spend the entire 2-2 1/4 hours if you'd like! This is a great
opportunity for any youth who need community service hours or already
find themselves bored since school ended. Contact Patty at 828-243-7250
with questions or to volunteer.
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A Glance at the Week Ahead! 
Thursday, June 11, 4:15 pm Have a Heart Circle Meeting 
Sunday, June 14, 9 am & 11 am Worship, 10 am Adult small
groups. 12:15 pm AAW Lunch & Learn, 4 pm Summer Fun Day! 
Monday, June 15, 3:30 pm Manna Market  
Tuesday, June 16, 6:30 pm Red Bird Book Club 



Summer Fun Days Registration! 
Our first summer fun day will be June 14  from 4-6 p.m. This
event is for rising kindergartens through 6  grade. Click HERE
to register today.
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We're looking for youth and parent volunteers to help make our
Sunday Funday a fun and memorable event for our children. If
you're interested in helping, please contact the church office or
email Jaime Graber We'd love to have you join us!

Reconciling Ministries Lunch & Learn  
Join us on June 14 after the 11 a.m. Worship Service for a special Lunch & Learn
on what it means for a congregation to be a Reconciling Ministries Church. The
Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) has been at work in our denomination
since the 1980s.  It has had an influence on the education of churches and
church leaders across the denomination over justice matters and over the fears
people have related to homosexuality.  While there are many goals for RMN, one
goal is to identify churches that are welcoming to all God’s people.  As we
consider gospel mandates such as “…Go into all the world…” (Mark 16:15), it
behooves any church to be that welcoming place for “…all creation…” (especially
all of God’s people).  As we explore what it might mean for Skyland to become
an RMN church, we invite you to come and learn about it and to ask questions.
A panel has been created to present and facilitate discussion.  Please click HERE
to RSVP by Friday, June 12  Click HERE to visit the Reconciling Ministries
website.
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Annual Conference Convenes Next Week 
The denomination’s Annual Meeting is set for June 18-21 at Lake Junaluska,
North Carolina. Many of the events and worship services are open to all who
wish to participate. You can go on line to wnccumc.org and find the calendar for
the annual conference to see all of the things that are taking place. Representing
Skyland will be Celeste Tolbert and Joe Tarpley. A report will be made to the
congregation following this year’s conference later in the summer. 

Join With Others at Annual Conference 
There will be a special worship service sponsored by the Reconciling Ministries
Network on Friday night, June 19, at 8 p.m. in the Memorial Chapel (next to Stuart
Auditorium) at Lake Junaluska. The theme for this worship service is “Wonderfully
Made/ Courageously Loved.” All are welcome to attend. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdRBbnhS0fuR6ouu327U4wJl3F54X_kwxbIBZinfwOO-BTIxQ/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084EA5AF2CA7FBC34-64476451-lunch
https://rmnetwork.org/?utm_term=reconciling%20ministries%20network&utm_campaign=Brand%20Awareness&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=4295922433&hsa_cam=18598425557&hsa_grp=150875344028&hsa_ad=629664712768&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-373048651197&hsa_kw=reconciling%20ministries%20network&hsa_mt=b&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=18598425557&gbraid=0AAAAAo_lP0RogqavukJkMUYdtts1R0lPh&gclid=Cj0KCQjwlqTRBhCBARIsANrkrxhxRj-8N9B8Yn_S6drArzoIegHyKMZuYM5fdlS6XGv13Dlw22up_PwaAiLLEALw_wcB


Take Me Out to the Ball Game! 
Skyland’s annual summer trip to see the Asheville Tourists play is set for
August 16 (time is 1:05p). Join us after church services for hotdogs, drinks,
baseball- all surrounded by your Skyland Church family. Tickets are $13
(make your checks payable to Skyland UMC; mark them “tourists game”). You
can RSVP by contacting the office or by signing up in the Colonnade at the
sign up table near the fellowship hall & sanctuary. We always have a big
crowd for this event- join us for the fun! 

Lake Junaluska Juneteenth Event for
June 19 
You are invited to attend this Juneteenth Event that is
fun for the whole family… taking place at Lake
Junaluska on June 19 starting at 5:30 p.m.

Pulpit Swap & Social Time Planned 
On June 28, Veranita and Joe will “swap places” for the morning worship hours.
Veranita will be preaching at both 9 a.m and 11 a.m. (while Joe will be preaching
in Brevard). In the afternoon, Veranita and Joe are encouraging both
congregations to gather at Burning Blush Brewery from 4-6 p.m. for food and
drinks (some snacks/sweets may also be provided; there will be a great Taco
Food Truck on site). While RSVPs are not necessary, we will try to gather a
“headcount” just so we can let the Brewery know how many to expect. This is an
opportunity for us to gather and socialize with one another and to mingle with a
“sister” congregation as well. 

Karios Table in Our Colonnade This Sunday
Kairos Prison Ministry is an organization that serves to bring the body of Christ to
incarcerated persons so that they can experience a God-centered perspective in
the midst of a challenging situation where life is prison is concerned. Through this
program, participants get a “front seat” for witnessing God’s available miracles
and happening- even in men’s and women’s prisons. There will be a Kairos
Information Table in our colonnade this Sunday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. You can
speak to representatives from Kairos about upcoming ways you can volunteer
(especially for Women’s Weekends that are upcoming). Please stop by the
information table to learn more. 



Pride T-Shirts
June is Pride month! It is a month to celebrate our LGBTQ+
community, and All Are Welcome is offering a way for you to
do that here at Skyland! Last year, we created shirts for the
Blue Ridge Pride Festival that takes place each September in
Asheville. This year, we're offering you the chance to buy one
of those shirts! They are $15 each, and we will be taking
orders for them throughout the month of June! You will
receive them from a member of our team in mid-late July.
There will be a sign up sheet in the colonnade for the month
of June as well! See photo for what the artwork will look like
on a tye dye shirt.

Take Me Out to the Ball Game! 
Skyland’s annual summer trip to see the Asheville Tourists play is set for
August 16 (time is 1:05p). Join us after church services for hotdogs, drinks,
baseball- all surrounded by your Skyland Church family. Tickets are $13
(make your checks payable to Skyland UMC; mark them “tourists game”). You
can RSVP by contacting the office or by signing up in the Colonnade at the
sign up table near the fellowship hall & sanctuary. We always have a big
crowd for this event- join us for the fun! 

Youth Trip to Baltimore/Washington
Join us for a summer trip to our nation’s capital area for July 29 to August 2. The
cost is $100 plus a few meals along the way. We’ll be taking in some of our capital
city’s sites including the Methodist Building dedicated to justice within our
tradition, a visit to either a Smithsonian or the legislative branch offices, a
baseball game, a museum dedicated to Methodist history, a local service project
site, and more. Please email Joe at Jtarpley@skylandumc.com or text/phone Joe
at 336-613-3085. We can still accommodate some more who may be interested.
This trip is ideal for junior and senior youth who may be interested. More details
are forthcoming. 

Youth Ministry Update
Our youth had a fun time kicking off the summer
together at Carowinds this past Sunday. A huge
thank to Erin Brady, Ethan Brady, Aaron Byrd, and
Aaron Davis for helping wrangle all these teenagers!



Join Us For Rainforest Falls This Summer!  
Our Summer Vacation Bible School (July 20-24, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.) features
RAINFOREST FALLS. This year’s VBS promises to be a fun, nature-themed
program where kids who come may explore the nature of God and discover what
it means to be rooted in a relation with the same God! Join us for the fun,
excitement and chance to grow more in the faith. 
 
VBS Decorating Help
We still need volunteers to help with VBS preparations. Dates are June 10-12 ,
from 9:30-12:30 p.m., and we will meet in the church office. July 13-17, we will
meet in the fellowship hall from 12:30-4:30 p.m. 

th

VBS Registrations Forms
Click HERE for the camper form
Click HERE for the youth volunteer form 
Click HERE for the adult volunteer form

Join Us For a Summer ‘Read’ 
Gift of the Red Bird is Paula D'Arcy's luminous account of her rendezvous with
God, silence, fear, hunger, and a little bearer of grace. Like many others who
have gone before her, the author discovers the wilderness inside of herself and
the dimension of Spirit that resides in the world of nature. She enacts the
spiritual practices of listening, wonder, and being present. She recognizes the
presence and love of God all around and even inside herself. Reading this stirring
account, we find ourselves rejoicing in the epiphanies D'Arcy shares with us.
Our conversations about the reading will begin on June 16 at 6:30 p.m. (sign up
in the Colonnade or contact Joe Tarpley by email/phone). Joe will have books
available the week of June 7. Subsequent meeting dates for book discussions are
July 8 and August 4. 

Communications/Marketing Position Available
We are currently seeking a part-time Communications/Marketing Coordinator to
join our church team. This 20-hour-per-week position is primarily on campus and
will support our communications and outreach efforts. You can access the full job
description HERE; for more information, please contact Sharon Blythe at
communications@skylandumc.com

https://www.skylandumc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026-VBS-RainfForest-Falls-registration-form-camper.pdf
https://www.skylandumc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/VBS-YOUTH-registration-form-2026.pdf
https://www.skylandumc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026-VBS-Adult-volunteer-registration-form.pdf
https://www.skylandumc.com/communications-marketing-position/
mailto:communcations@skylandumc.com


Blessing Box
With school now out for the summer, many children will no
longer have access to the free breakfast and lunch they
received there. Let's do what we can to provide items to
help fill this gap. Here are some suggestions:

Current Needs: Vienna sausages, canned chicken, PB&J,
          snack crackers, small cereals 

2 ways to ensure you get your preferred
time slot:
1. Scan the QRS code on the brochure and enter
our code, which is 24SA
2. Call Debra Thornberry 828-775-4612.

It’s that time again for our Blood Drive. 
With the urgent need for blood donations extra incentives are being offered by
the Blood Connection as well as the chance for the $500.00 GRANT for every 30
donations. This is really a win-win for the whole community. This will be our 4th
opportunity to participate in such an amazing way to give back to our
community or someone in need. 
Please share with a friend and invite them to come along. 
If you are 17 or older you can donate without a parental consent and if 16 you
can donate with a parental consent. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: www.skylandumc.com

Need to reach out to a pastor? 
Rev. Joe Tarpley, Pastor jtarpley@skylandumc.com
Find more staff contact information on our website www.skylandumc.com

SKYLAND PASTORAL  CONTACT

As we enter a new year the Communications Team is (again) providing a copy
of the Communications Guidelines. If you have questions or concerns, please
reach out to Sharon Blythe, Communications Team Leader at
communications@skylandumc.com
You will find the Communications Guidelines HERE.

COMMUNICATIONS GUIDELINES

Would you like to know who the Skyland leaders are for 2026? Can you name
the Board of Stewards members or know how to connect if you want to be
involved in a particular area of the church? Click the link to see the list! 
https://www.skylandumc.com/2026-leadership-team/

SUMC BOARD OF  STEWARDS

SUBMIT  TO THE  NEWSLETTER
In order to best serve you, we ask that newsletter submissions be submitted
by Tuesday at 6pm (for the newsletter to go out on Thursday morning) to
the Communications Coordinator, Anna Ahern, at:
newsletter@skylandumc.com. Please include information about the who,
what, when, where, and why of what you need to share, and the
Communications Team will take it from there. Thank you!

https://www.skylandumc.com/
mailto:jtarpley@skylandumc.com
mailto:communications@skylandumc.com
https://www.skylandumc.com/communications-guidelines/
https://www.skylandumc.com/2026-leadership-team/
https://www.skylandumc.com/2026-leadership-team/
https://www.skylandumc.com/2026-leadership-team/
https://www.skylandumc.com/2026-leadership-team/
https://www.skylandumc.com/2026-leadership-team/
mailto:newsletter@skylandumc.com
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